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42 VO‘TESAND'P'ROCEEDINGS.~A'rnu.,,1782. '_

_The letters not long fince receided by the governor and ceuncil from captain la Villebrun and
the count de Kergarion de Leaumaria, and now before, us, afford the pleafing expeclation, that

-every affiftance in your power will be yielded by you, to extirpate the enemy’s cruifers which in-
) felt our bay. ‘

} to the barges, which we propofe to fit out immediately, and whfich wg bope will be rcady

. for a&ion in four weeks time, you would join an armed brig and a floop, to cover and protec

our barges,”in cafe of need, or to encounter the enesy’s armed floops, or other veflels, if any
fuch they have cruifing with their barges, we have the moft fanguine expetation, that by a wejl
combined and prompt operation of our joint force; we fhould ealily fucceed ih taking or deftroy~
ing u1l the enemy’s barges, or other fmall cruifers, now in this bay. | .

Such an enterprife, if fuccefsful, would render the enemy more cautioms -in venturing bercaf.
ger into the Chefapeake, to plunder aur inhabitants, or interrupt our tfade, and would compel
them to fit out a larger force for fuch expeditions, than the obje& of them would be worth, or
than they could well fpare; in their prefent circumftances, without negleéting armaments of
more importance. o R

Bat left mn unprovided ftate of defence fhould encourage the refugees to attempt further depre-

ations, it is our iniention to keep in conftant pay a number ot barges, properly equipped ;
hefe we propoie to have ftationed among the Tangier iflands, and to be fubje@ 10 =mmwe com=
mand and vire@ion, ’

We propofe to form a magazine at York, under the prote&tion of your batteries and fhipping,
for tne conttant revi€tualling of our barges, as hikewifc to ereét an hofpital for the reception of
the fick and woun¥ed.

When the barg:'s want repairing or cleaning, they may run into York river, to be cleaned,
eor repaired.  Jtis not our with or intention, that they fhould return into this ftate, or cruile
above the Tangicr iflands, unlefs in purfuit of the enemy, until the firft of January next, unlefs
fooner recailed vy proper authority. | .

We have been informed, that there are feveral of the enemy’s barges, now in your poffeffion
taken at the furrender of York-town, which might be eafily and fpeedily repaired. 1f this f
be true; we entertain the hope, that you will man with part of the crews of your veflels fuch a
numeer of thefe barges, as you may think, in conjunction with ours and the affiftance of the
armed brig and floop above mentioned, wiil be fufficient to capture or deftroy the encmy’s barges

and fmall cruifers, now infeiting this bay.

The t'me it would take to fit out a galley, or a veflel of greater force than barges, has induced .
us to give the preference to the latter, which draw but httle water, and may be much more
fpeedily equipped, and, fupported by your veflels, will purfue and attack the enemy'’s barges on
the thoals, or in fmall creeks, where probably they will endeavour to fhelter themfelves from the
fire o' gallies, or veflels of a fuperior force.

" The protection and fecurity, which this enterprife will give to a very great number of our in-
habitants, who are kept in perpetual alarms and apprehenfions, not only for the fafety of theis
property, but of their pc.rfons (being liable to be feized in their beds at all hours of the night,

. and carried off into .captivity, ar barbaroufly murdered) will, we are fatisfied, be a fufficient in-

ducement wiith you to afford us all the afliftance in your power, to accomplifh the deftru@ion of
thefe free-booters, for they fcarcely deferve the dignified appellation of enemy.

In additi-n to’the obligation under which you wiil lay the people of this Rate, the advantage
will not be incanfider.blc which you yourfelves will derive from the fecure navigation of the
bay, in receiving fupplies from Baltimore-town, and other parts of this ftate,

We requeft as {peedy an anfwer to this letter as the fubjeét will admit of, and that you will
be ple.fed to fignify to the governor and council what force it will be convenient for you to joim
to ours, and exprels your opinion freely of the propofed operation againft the ecnemy’s cruifers.

We are, with the greateft efteem, Sir,
. Your moft obedient humble fervants,

The bill was read the firft time and ordered to lie cn the table, |

The letter was read, affented to, and fent to the houfe of delegates by Edward Lloyd, Efq;
. On resding the above letter, James M<Henry, Efq; gave notice, that he fhould enter his dif-
fent, and accordingly ‘entered the following ;

Diffenti-nt. ‘ . _
"BECA USE agreeing to the letter previous to pafling the bill for the prote&ion of the bay

L]

trade, and to detend, &c. &c. is improper, as it cannot be known that the bill will pafs, upom -

which the lctter is founded, or that it will not receive alterations oppofite to the bill,
HecAUSE the letter engages the general affembly to equip, under every evéht, four barges,

" mUunting two pieces of <annon each, and carrying two hundred and fifty men, whesy from @

fmall change in the encmy’s force, or from their empla privateers, or floops of war, thefe
Yarges may be rendered uleleis, or enly partially ufeful, "€ .
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